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To THE 


GREAT MEN in FRANCE. 


HONOURED AND WORTRY MEN, 


HAVE, with aſtoniſhment and great 
eſteem, beheld you for near a year paſt 
in a cloſe connexion with your brethren of 
the National Aſſembly, acting for the hap- 
ineſs of the whole kingdom of France. I 
— ſeen in you the — * x and 
wiſdom of the Almighty Governor of the 
world directing, your underſtandings to 
form great plans for the public 4 and 
executing thoſe plans with a ſteady and in- 
trepid determination; I have ſeen you be- 
in and carry on a work, which appeared 
Ba to the powers of an angel. 

You have purged from moral and political 
impurity many of the departments of the 
civil and eccleſiaſtical ſtate. . You have re- 
formed ten thouſand diſorders you have 
rectiſied innumerable errors in civil govern- 
ment. The virtuous and generous part of - 
the Engliſh people feel every thing but that 
ſpirit of adoration which we dare not give 
to mortals,. but reſerve for GOD alone. 
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Our eſteem for your perſons and virtues 
cannot be carried much higher: our bene- 
volence and gratitude for the great good 
you have done to millions, is beyond the 
power of language to expreſs; and the com- 
placency and delight we feel in the proſpect 
of the glorious conſequences of your con- 
duQ, defies all the fire and force of elo- 
quence. You areengraven upon our hearts 
in deeper and brighter characters than any 
that can be inſcribed in the moſt durable 
marble or unperiſhing braſs. 

Go on, worthy Sirs, in the name and 
ſtrength of the immortal GOD, to perfect, 
in every department of Church and State, 
what you have ſo gloriouſly begun. 

Turn your eyes to the 22 of ſcience and 
learning : ſee what can be done towards a 
more perfe& reform of your code of educa- 
tion, upon the moſt wiſe and liberal prin- 
ciples. See, gentlemen, if the grand prin» 
ciples of pure Chriſtianity cannot be taught 
in a clearer and better manner. 

See if the beautiful ſyſtem of Chriſtian 
morals cannot-be made more plain, more 
clear, and pleaſing to the underſtanding of 
the riſing generation ; and enforced with 
more powerful and pungeat motives, which 
ſhall rouſe the ſouls of millions to the moſt 
generous actions of virtue—aCtions that ſhall 
make your youth dear to their country, and 
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that ſhall teach ſurrounding nations to imi- 
tate, and angels to admire. ' 

Cultivate all the nobleſt ſciences in your 
ſchools and colleges of learning. Look out 
for men of ſcience. and virtue, who. ſhall 
teach with the greateſt zeal and fidelity: 
let not one worthy tutor be left to pine 
away his life in poverty and darkneſs. Draw 
forth to public . all the beſt abili- 
ties in your kingdom : let them be all ar- 
dently employed for the advancement of 
learning and virtue ; and force us Engliſh-, 
men to behold you with aſtoniſhment and- 
delight: let truth be the firſt object of your 
attention in_the education of all the youth. 
in France. 

See, gentlemen, that all your tutors, from: 
the higheſt to the loweſt ranks, be honeſt. 
lovers of truth, moral, political, and di- 
vine; that they teach the exiſtence of truth 
in GOD, and in our own ſouls : that they 
explain clearly the nature of all things as far 
as they are the objects of the human under- 
ſtanding. Lead, or let your teachers lead 
them into the nature of truth in conception, 
in oppoſition to error or miſapprehenſion, 
truth in intention, in oppoſition to hypocriſy 
and deceitfulneſs. Truth in * or 
veracity, in oppoſition to lying. Truth in 
action, in oppoſition to unfaithfulneſs. The 
reſult of ſuch an education will be truth 
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in your worſhip, truth in your councils and 
political decrees, and truth in all your com- 
merce and common converſation. Vou 
will wipe off, and baniſh for ever, the oppro- 
brium of a former reign, in which this vile 
maxim * of lying and falſhood in all treaties 
with ſurrounding nations was avowed and 
boaſted in, as the perfection and glory of 
a French monarch and his court. The dif- 
fuſion of ſcience through the whole kingdom 
of France will preſerve its internal peace and 
happineſs : it will give a real and ſolid dig- 
nity and conſequence to human nature, and 
will render men of more worth in the eyes 
of each other : this will conſtitute the real 
Majeſty of the People, a thing ſo much 
talked of, but ſo little underſtood. 

If you go on, gentlemen, to encourage and 
cultivate ſcience and virtue in all your col» 
leges and ſchools of learning, we may then 
hope that the aſtoniſhing revolution in 
France will be attended with the moſt happy 
conſequences to the world at large ; and the 
nation of France will learn to prefer inter- 
nal peace and proſperity to the vain honour 
of conqueſts and invaſion of your neigh- 
bours. 8 


* The King and his miniſters will obſerve the | 
1 the letter of treaties, a maxim fit. only ſor 
devi 
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The minds of twenty millions of your 
eople will be humanized by virtue and 
[iberal knowledge; you will ſhudder at the 
idea of bloodſhed and devaſtation, which 
always accompanies an extenſion of do- 
minion. 

England and France united may preſerve 
the peace of the whole world : and if we 
compare the two nations deſtroying each 
other by fire and ſword, by ſea and land, 
kindling up war in every part of the 

lobe, and accumulating intolerable bur- 
— on poſterity, and laying plans of miſe 
for millions yet unborn ; = then cont 
them as cultivating peace with each other, 
and with all their nezghbours, and ſurround- 
ing nations—encouraging to the utmoſt in 
each kingdom the liberal arts and ſciences, 
2 knowledge, peace and happineſs, 
through every country under heaven, how 
odious muſt the former conduct appear 

The Revolution in France, which you 
honoured men have ſo far accompliſhed, and 
are going on to advance to the ſummit of 


| 22 will highly tend to preſerve the 


iberties and rights of us Engliſhmen, and 
rouſe us to aſſert our majeſty and dignity; 
for ſhall we be contented to fink into the 
meanneſs of degraded ſlaves, whilſt you are 
riſing to all the glory of civil and religious 
happineſs? No, Sirs, you would deſpiſe 

us; 
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us; you would ſcorn us if we did not emu- 
late your wiſdom and public ſpirit. We 
will indulge the glorious hope that your 
neighbouring nation, the kingdom of Spain, 
will find the ſublime and ſacred flame and 

aſſion for civil and religious liberty riſing 
in their boſoms, and from thence ſpread it- 
ſelf through all Germany, into Italy, as well 
as Portugal ; and that this divine fire will 
fly acroſs the Atlantic to South America, 
and rouſe the minds of millions to cut a 
road to liberty with the battle-ax of GOD's 
Word, and inſpire them to aſſert the rights 
of man in their utmoſt extent, perfection, 
and glory. 

From thence may liberty fly to the Eaſt 
Indies, and by giant ſtrides tread down 
haughty and cruel deſpotiſm into duſt and 
aſhes, to the end of all things. 


April 2. 
1790. 
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TO THE 


FP 


OF THE 


KINGDOM or FRANCE. 


MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 


k 2 OU have a brighter proſpeQ of obtain- 
ing a better education 1n religion and 
the 1 than the children of France _ 
enjoyed for ſeventeen hundred years 
You have lately had — e m 

in point of learning, virtue, taſle, bod 
piety, as well as s 4 and ſcill in the art 
of teaching. We do not expect Rollin, 
Fenelon, Boſſuet, and Le Pluche, to riſe 
from the dead; but we hope to ſee men of 
the ſame talents and fidelity in the profeſ- 
ſion of tutors who ſhall follow the ſteps 
of their predeceſſors, and imitate their 


conduct 
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conduct with equal ardour and ſuperior 
ſucceſs, on account of the greater liberty 
and advantages you are now to enjoy. 

The Scriptures, the Holy Scriptures, 
thoſe immortal and God-breathed books, 
are now to be printed and publiſhed in your 
own language, and ſpread through twenty- 
five millions of people, all over the kingdom 
of France ! 

This is an advantage ſuperior to all that 
your forefathers have enjoyed for above a 
thouſand years, 

_ Seize this glorious treaſure with eager- 
neſs, attention and gratitude, and claſp the 
heavenly book to your very heart. Read! 
read it inceſſantly, and bleſs God with un- 
bounded praiſe. 

My dear young friends, let me exhort 
you to 0 upon your 2 for a bible in 
your own language. Intreat your parents 
—apply to your 3 if they could 
poſſibly deny you ſuch an excellent bleſſing, 
addreſs — 1 ok with united ardour to the 
National Aſſembly of France; they will 
moſt undoubtedly gratify you to the utmoſt 
of your wiſhes. 

ead with the moſt diligent attention 
our great John Locke's little book, which 
doubtleſs you have in French, intituled, 


The Conduct of the Underſtanding,” 
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Beg of God, the Father of lights and of 
wiſdom, to give you underſtanding. Buy 
the truth at the higheſt price, but ſell it at 
no price, Study ſolid prov and real 
honour, and let that honour rife into 
lory, or the fame of moſt excellent virtue 
urrounded with praiſe. By your diligent 
purſuit of ſcience, devotion, and virtue, 
compel us, the people of Great Britain, to 
admire, approve, and love you; and loving 
your perſons, may we proceed to imitate 
and copy your virtues. : 
Thus ſhall we rival nations poliſh and 
raiſe each other to the ſtature and 
of the angels of God ! ! 2 


WITH this letter you will receive two 
ſmall preſents through the hands of the 
Preſident of the National Aſſembly: The 
firſt is a Body of Divinity in Miniature— 
Price One Shilling. | | 
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I. The Nature of Honour. .- 1 
II. The Uſes and Advantages of Honows, 


IV. Motives to Moral Juſtice. 8 
V. Motives to Moral Truth. 7 | 
VI. Motives to Goodnefs. bo 

VII. Motives to Humilit = 

VIII. Motives to Gratitude. þ nl 

IX. The Prudent and Cautious Tradeſ- 


X. The Methodical and Amiable Tradeſ. 2 


XI. The Nature of Juſtice in God and 43 
man. 
XII. The Beauties of Moral Juſtice. 1 
XIII. The Ten Perfections of the 
Golden Rule. 
XIV. The Original Gromdmd Founda- 4 
tions of ' Univerſal Equity. .f 
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T he above alſo may be had of the Broke 4 
lers mentioned in the Title Page 7 4 this Work. 


